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Decisions


As people go through life they have to decide what is best for them. They do not know what the outcome will be, but have to make a decision based on what will help you at that moment in time. However, sometimes one person is not the only one making the decisions, but instead have someone manipulating what they want the outcome to be, influencing the decision.  In the story Macbeth, a man goes through life with his wife by his side every step of the way. When Macbeth becomes the new king he is taunted by the decisions he has to make; kill the original king to remain in power, and betray his friends who could possibly betray him in the future. As he makes these hard decisions his wife is there to influence his every move. Seeing ghosts, and having prophecies given to him by the three witches, he becomes confident that no one will be able to stop him due to his wife and personal ambitions. As the plot continues to grow and thicken, the guilt of the murders come back to haunt lady Macbeth which ultimately destroys her leaving her with nothing but sadness and pain. As Macbeth is left alone, he has to deal with the consequences of their actions. Not knowing what to do he has to fight the final battle alone. He has no one to turn to for help or support. As Macbeth makes his decisions, his wife, Lady Macbeth drives him to murder the king, and betray his friends, which eventually leads to her ultimate demise. 
Some people can handle making decisions better than others, which makes them assertive; as for others, they can never make a decision making them passive. As Macbeth is ashamed of what he did he says this to his wife, “But wherefore could not pronounce ‘amen’? / I had most need of blessing/ and ‘amen’ stuck in my throat”(Shakespeare 2.2.47-49). As Macbeth has just killed the king, he cannot believe what he has done, but with his wife’s comfort and mischievous ways he has come to the realization that murder was the proper way achieve his goal. Lady Macbeth is manipulating him in doing what she wants and he does not see what she is doing. He is being blinded by Lady Macbeth and does not notice what she is doing. He is blinded by her love and does not see that her decisions can ultimately destroy them both. As he continues to feel grief she is the one who has to tell him what is going to happen and to not be a coward at the moment he needs to be strong. Although Macbeth is trying to be strong Lady Macbeth has to tell him what to do when she says, “Infirm of purpose! / Give me the daggers/ The sleeping and the dead are but as pictures/ ‘Tis the eye of childhood that fears a painted devil/ If he do bleed/ I’ll gild the faces of the grooms withal/ for it must seem their guilt”(2.2.52-57). As Lady Macbeth becomes the assertive one, she takes on the role of framing the servants. She is being the man in the relationship as she takes control. As Macbeth just sits there feeling guilty for what has happened, she has to carry out the initial plan. This is the turning point in how Macbeth thinks. He has to change his ways so he will meet his wife’s expectations, but what he does not realize is that no 
matter what his decisions are his wife will always be the one telling him what his next move will be.
As Macbeth listens to the witches and his wife, he conjures up a plan to kill Banquo and his son, Fleance. Macbeth is scared that Banquo will take the throne from him along with his son, due to the witch’s prophecy that was told to him. In order to stay in power he has to kill his friends. He is going to send murders to fulfill what needs to be done. Upset from what has happened Macbeth cries, “O, full of scorpions in my mind/ dear wife! / Thou waw’st that Banquo and his son Fleance lives”(3.2.42-43). Even though the murders killed Banquo his son still lives. He escaped when they killed his father. Not happy with the news he is told Macbeth goes to dinner angry. As he sits at the table he see’s Banquo’s ghost standing before him bloody and gruesome as ever. As he is looking at Banquo’s ghost he says, “Avaunt/ and quit my sight! / Let the earth hide thee/ Thy bones are marrowless/ thy blood is cold”(3.4.97-100). There is an old phrase that says if you kill someone that they will come back to haunt you and get revenge. This is what Macbeth thinks is happening to him when he see’s Banquo’s ghost before him. However, as always, his wife is there to protect his image and tell everyone that his actions are just a strange habit and to not pay attention to him. As he continues to be frightened of Banquo’s ghost, another suspicion arises; Macbeth is starting to believe that Macduff is going to betray him and take his throne. As his wife helps him fiddle with the idea, they decide that Macbeth with go and visit the witches tomorrow to be certain. Even though Macbeth thinks he is by himself in everything he does, Lady Macbeth is always there to make sure that everything is being taken care of. She is like the wind; even though you do not notice she is there, she is always whispering in your ear.

 Lady Macbeth is trying to be as strong as she can be, but in the end her guilt ultimately consumes her. It all starts with her sleep walking in the halls of the castle. As she is wondering the halls at night the doctor and gentlewoman are worried about her. Looking at the spot on her hand she is saying, “Out, damned spot/ I have say… /Yet who would have thought the old man /to have had so much blood in him?”(5.1.6) Through all of the murders she have committed, they come back to haunt her through a blood spot on her hand. Everyone’s blood is pressing down on her shoulders and she cannot get rid of it. Just like Macbeth and his ghost, the blood spot is the way of showing her guilt. The blood spot will soon engulf the rest of her body resulting in her death. Some may argue that Lady Macbeth never influenced Macbeth’s decisions. And that Macbeth was always the one in control of what was happening. However, they would be incorrect due to the fact that without Lady Macbeth the idea of killing the king would have never come up. In the end her decisions made everyone hate Macbeth, which ultimately lead to his initial death. 


As Macbeth is trying to become the ultimate king, his wife is always there to give him direction in what to do next. Through her decisions, came despair and death. Although Macbeth thinks that he is his own person, he would not be in the position he is in if it were not for the manipulating ways of Lady Macbeth. As Macbeth followed his heart, it lead him to making poor decisions.  Sometimes when people are in love they tend to be blinded. They trust in each other so much that they never second-guess what the other is saying. Doing this is what ultimately leads to both of their deaths. You never know what the outcome will be of a decision until it is made. Good or bad you have to accept it and move on. In the end, bad decisions took their lives away from them. Now all they have is the feeling of nothingness. The guilt is all that is left burning inside them consuming the rest of their body.

